
 

September 2015 

Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

Sept. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Kusamono- grass plantings. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting moved to 3rd 

Thursday because of LSBF Conference.  

Oct. 9-10th- LSBF Conference in Houston. 

Oct. 15th- 3rd Thursday. Smith Workshop. 

Oct. 22nd- BoD meeting moved to Fall Festival. 

Oct.24-25th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 5th- ? Visiting guest speaker Bjorn Bjorholm. 

This date may change, so watch for updates. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

 

 
John’s Catlin Elm forest with a grass planting. 

 

President’s Message 
By Vice President Steven Hendricks  

Substituting for Bill Weber. 
 

The LSBF Seminar is coming up quickly so 

get your reservation in soon.  It is the first to focus 

on Literati and Display and should be informative 

and fun.   There is a "New Talent Competition" that 

is held at each convention with the first prize an 

expensive set of Joshua Roth tools. If you are 

interested please let us know quickly.  The club will 

pay for your entry fee and also will likely pay for 

your seminar registration if you wish to participate.  

Seminar information can be found on the LSBF 

website at www.lonestarbonsai.org/convention.  

If you have a problem with squirrels digging 

in your pots this may help.  Ladd Kelly sent me an 

article suggesting that placing pieces of Irish Spring 

soap in your pots will discourage squirrels from 

digging in them.  I tried it and it does seem to work.  

I have also used mothballs with good effect.  Both 

have their downsides.  The soap eventually leaves a 

white residue on the soil and pots.  The mothballs, of 

course, have a smell.  Neither, however appear to 

hurt the trees.  Give them a try. 

 

 

From our Program Chairman  
Steven Hendricks- 

September Program Notes: 

Kusamono, grass plantings. 
 

We will be planting kusamo for this month’s 

program. What’s a kusamono? See Estella’s article 

below for more information. All materials will be 

supplied by the club. Minimal tools will be needed, 

but bonsai scissors would be useful if you can bring 

them.  

As always, Show & Tell is welcome. If you 

have any grass plantings of your own you could bring 

them for inspiration. 

All are invited for dinner at Dos Gringos 

Restaurant on University Dr. before the meeting. 

 

 

 



Kusamono, grass plantings 

workshop. 
 Kusamono are described by Yuji Yoshimura 

as plantings of herbs, grasses and shrubs. There are 

traditional groupings of plants that are brought into 

the Japanese home to celebrate the seasons and bring 

good luck such as a New Year planting of pine, 

bamboo and flowering apricot. Fall is celebrated 

with autumn grasses symbolic of that time of year. In 

the United States we often call this type of planting a 

“Dish Garden”, but we don’t attach the symbolic 

significance of the plant selection that has meaning 

in Japan.  

 

 
Fringed orchid used in a grass planting from Four Seasons of 

Bonsai by Kyuzo Murata, page 57. 

 

The most important step in creating a 

kusamono is to pick plants that like similar growing 

conditions. If you put a sun loving plant with a shade 

loving plant or a plant that likes lots of water with 

one that likes dry conditions they won’t do well in a 

planting together. Another consideration is whether 

the plants need to be outside or may be grown 

indoors. 

 

 
An example of  kusamono from The Japanese Art of 

Miniature Trees and Landscapes, by Yuji Yoshimura and 

Giovanna M. Halford, page 109. 

 

  The second step is to pick plants of 

different sizes and leaf texture to bring interest to 

your planting. Usually three plants is sufficient with 

a vine, a medium size shrub or grass and a taller plant 

to create three levels of foliage. Too many different 

plants might look disorganized. You should also pick 

plants that are compatible with the size of container 

you are going to use.  

 It usually looks best to arrange the plants in 

an unequal triangle with the tallest plant toward the 

back and the shortest in the front.  

 You won’t have to worry about picking out 

plants or pots for the workshop, as the club will 

provide the materials. You only need to show up and 

have the fun of putting together the kusamono. The 

main reason for this workshop is to provide items to 

sell at this year’s Japanese Garden Fall Festival, but 

you may buy one of your plantings to keep if you 

wish. 

 

For more information on kusamono see: 

The Japanese Art of Miniature Trees and 

Landscapes, by Yuji Yoshimura and Giovanna M. 

Halford, 1978, Charles E. Tuttle Company. 

 Four Seasons of Bonsai, by Kyuzo Murata, 1984, 

Kodansha International,Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pictures from August’s roundtable 

discussion on fertilizer and watering. 

 

 

 
Lots of show and tell items were brought for the 

program on fertilizers. Thanks to everyone who 

participated and shared information. 

 

 

 
Mark led the program. 

 

 

 
Mark demonstrates his fertilizer cup experiments. 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller 

 

There is no way you can rely on the calendar 

to plan what you need to do for your bonsai.  In April, 

May, June this year I probably had three days total 

that all my trees needed watering.  And only a few 

more that they really needed to be checked.  Then 

from July 5 to August 24 (7+weeks) there was not a 

drop of rain and a lot of temps above 100. You just 

have to know what needs to be done and then do it. 

When it rains days on end, tilt the pots to aid 

drainage and to make sure they are not stopped up.  

When it is hot and dry, maybe water 2-3 times a day 

and protect plants and especially the pot from direct 

sun. 

It is probably not late enough for the bonsai 

to go into their pre-dormancy slow down period. If 

they are still growing, continue twig pruning and 

other summer care. If air layers have developed roots 

they may be separated and potted. 

In Sept and Oct there will still be some days 

with pretty hot temps.  So as the sun changes its angle 

make sure that the pots do not get too hot in the late 

afternoon sun.  Also watering now becomes harder.  

As trees slow their growth they do not take as much 

water.  Neither will they transpire as much on the 

cooler days.  So check each one separately and water 

as often and as much as the individual tree requires. 

Check the trees you still have wire on.  When 

the cooler days get here some trees will expand their 

branches and get wire cuts rather quickly.  You need 

to check them periodically over the winter also.  Cut 

the wire off.  You can easily break the branches 

trying to unwrap the wire and it’s just not worth 

trying to save the wire.  Work from the outside end 

of the wire back so that you do not overlook a small 

piece of wire.  If you have trouble seeing each twist 

of the wire don’t cut, just unwrap the wire (with 

care). If you miss a turn of the wire you will make an 

unsightly bulge and the limb will probably have to be 

cut off.  If you need to reapply some wire take care 

to not follow the same path.   

Help your trees go into dormancy.  The 

general rule of thumb on fertilizers is to stop giving 

nitrogen early in September and fertilize with one 

that has a formulation like 0-10-10 or 0-0-10.  They 

will need less water as they quit active growth but on 

warm days trees with green foliage will still transpire 

and will have need of that water.  Most tropicals have 

a dormant season also but it is usually caused by dry 



conditions rather than cold.  These types need to be 

hardened also by cutting the fertilizer to halt active 

growth and give them lighter watering.  This will 

enable them to withstand the transfer to the 

greenhouse better. 

Fruiting bonsai spend a lot of energy growing 

fruit.  They should not be allowed to fruit heavily 

each year.  They benefit from a light fertilization at 

this time.  Flowering bonsai especially need to 

receive the minor elements. Get a good fertilizer, 

such as the Espoma plant-tone fertilizers, that include 

them in their mix for good color development.  They 

should be listed on the label. 

There is not too much to be done on 

deciduous trees at this time.  Bugs and other 

problems are usually not a matter of concern since 

the foliage will be dropping soon.  Evergreens and 

tropicals will still need to be watched for their insect 

problems, especially the spider mite which will be 

active into fall.  Use the organic spray formula to 

control them.  If we should have a stretch of damp 

weather you should be watching for fungal problems, 

leaf spot, mildew, etc.  Treat fungal with potassium 

bicarbonate, (baking soda-sodium bicarbonate- will 

work about as well).  I would be okay with using a 

1% hydrogen peroxide solution at this time of the 

year for fungal control.  

The organic spray formula is one tablespoon 

each of liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple 

cider vinegar, and molasses in one gallon of water.  

Spray top and bottom of leaves and trunk thoroughly 

on a regular basis (7-10 days).  If you miss getting 

scale in their vulnerable crawler stage, you may have 

to go to a systemic. 

Pruning and trimming ‘can’ be done any time 

that there is not a lot of sap flowing but is usually 

advisable to do it during dormancy.  Sap flow is 

indicated by the foliar activity of the plant like in the 

spring.  If your tree went into summer dormancy 

which sometimes occurs during hot weather then the 

cooler weather might result in a larger sap flow in 

late summer or early fall.  If your plant gets a flush 

of new growth it would be advisable to postpone 

large pruning cuts for a while.  Basically let you tree 

tell you when it is ok to operate. 

Two other things you can do now.  You 

should prepare your winter quarters and you should 

study your evergreen trees to determine if you need 

to do any restyling later on this fall.  Bonsai in Texas 

should be a year around sport, you don’t need to 

cover them completely like up north. Try to put them 

where you can see some of them.  Just remember that 

they will still need to be watered and evergreens will 

need some sun.  A mulch cover over the pots on the 

ground will minimize temperature extremes. 

Don’t wait for the freezing weather to be 

forecast to check on the place you expect to winter 

your bonsai.  Make sure that it is clean and that you 

will be able to check the water needs of the trees.  It 

should be somewhat protected from winds but should 

have some air movement to help prevent molds from 

developing.  Being in a location where you can see 

the trees would allow you to enjoy the winter 

silhouette, i.e. the branch structure and twiginess, 

that is a great part of deciduous bonsai. 

Do not be in a great hurry to put your trees in 

winter quarters.  Keep them where you can enjoy 

them as long as possible.  That way you experience 

the color change and all that occurs in the fall.  Know 

when the freeze can be expected and then listen to 

the weather forecasts and put them down in the place 

prepared before hand. 

 

Emerging Talent 

Competition at the LSBF 

Seminar 
There is an “Emerging Talent” competition at 

the LSBF Seminar in October. Each club may choose 

a representative to style a 5 gallon juniper or 

boxwood and vie for a prize. For full schedule and 

rules see Mark. Of course, you must be attending the 

seminar to participate, and the competition will be on 

Friday afternoon. 

 

2015 LSBF Bonsai Educational 

Seminar       October 9-10, 2015 
 Save the date!  October 9 and 10, 2015 the 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation is hosting a special 

bonsai educational seminar at the Kingwood 

Community Center in Houston, Texas.  Because 

there will not be a regular Bonsai Convention for 

2015, the LSBF Board of Directors will be hosting a 

1½ day mini-convention to continue our mission of 

bonsai education and advancement. 

  There will be two topics, bunjin and bonsai 

display, both are elusive and rarely discussed; both 

are about simplicity, but not easy to accomplish. The 

headliner will be a well known graduate of a long 

apprenticeship under a multiple Prime Minister 

award winning bonsai professional in Japan.  Demos, 

lectures, workshops, display (and critique), auction, 



raffles and vendors!. All at a very reasonable 

price.  More details to follow monthly. 

 For now, work on your best bunjin bonsai for 

exhibition at the seminar.  This will be a judged show 

with LSBF Certificates of Recognition awarded. 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months on the 2nd 

Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the 

building where the large conservatory greenhouse is located. 

Please check our website at www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To join or ask questions 

contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum  mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  
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